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and blessing are accomplished in the rectory or in the sacristy. In some diocese, Bishops
permit the marriage at the altar. Such a woman, who spurned the Church and its rulings, does
not have the right to wear a white veil and gown. But to some women, the wearing of the white
veil and gown is more important than the fact that she will be married before the Lord in a
Sacrament. Regard for public opinion is more important than God’s imprimatur on the marriage.
Being married in white gown and veil is regarded an essential because, “What will people think.”
However, the Church has always stayed with the essence of things. One needs to listen to God
more than to human beings. In the words of Our Lord, “What is the profit if a man gains the
whole world, but loses his soul in the process. The church, as | had already mentioned has
rigorous penalties for those who take light the word of Christ and the Church’s rulings which are
based on the teachings of Jesus Christ. If the parents of the couple know that both parties want
to take a civil marriage, they should dissuade them. | those whom the parents try to arrange the
marriage  with celebrations, they likewise sin with the couple because they will live in
concubinage. - The Catholic who takes on a civil marriage for whatever reason and even has
the idea of going to the church afterwards, to correct the civil union and take on Sacramental
ties, takes lightly his Catholic obligation is in error or grave sin. - Some argue this way:
"Marriage is also a contract and so it should have validity according to civil laws." Who would
contradict that? We all agree with that as long as there is no Sacramental discussion and
Church law. As long as it means that they can go along with the legality of the civil state - for
example making out a will, there is of course giving Caesar what is due to Caesar. But as far as
marriage being a Sacrament as it is in the Catholic Church, what is due to God should be given
to God. Civil judgment pertains to civil matters, moral matters to the Religious faith. As
historical examples demonstrate: King Henry VIII, Stalin and others have no jurisdiction over
the church's law established on the basis of Christ's teaching. Instead of, for example, not
giving credit to the painter who did the painting, or giving credit to the manufacturer of the paint.

And so goes the matter with Church and State. The Church as a Sacrament and the Civil
authorieties as a contract. Oh that our people would remember that there is no civil marriage
governing religion in the Church which is based on Christ's teaching. There is only one marriage

and that is in Church as a Sacrament.
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March 18, 1951 /

Dear Countrymen and Countrywomen, | greet you with the words: Praised be Our Lord,

Jesus Christ!

The Catholic Church has always taught, that the Christian marriage contract
cannot be separated from the Sacrament. That is the reason why Pope Pius IX in 1825
wrote to the king of Sardinia; "It is a dogma of Faith, that marriage was lifted by Jesus
Christ to the state of a Sacrament and is a principle of the teaching of Catholic Church
that the sacrament is not a contingent attribute added to the agreement but is the very
essence of marriage, so much so that the combination of a man with a woman between
Christians is legal only in marriage, and it is not just a simple contract. Martin Luther, ex
religious, father of the reformation in his hatred of the Catholic Church and rebel against
any authority, spiritual or lay claimed that marriage was a simple contract in both
aspects. The contract does not to be done by the priest or any other authority. The
jurisdiction simply belongs to the state as to the union and not as a sacrament.
Therefore the government has the total say so. The Holy Father, Benedict XII in one of
his encyclicals writes: "Catholics are permitted are to take on civil unions where they are
forbidden, because then the government would consider their marriage as null and void
and their children could not be heirs to the estate. However after the civil marriage a
church wedding should take place immediately after the civil contract. A civil contract
differs from the sacramental one, in the fact that the civil contract could be as other
contract broken by divorce. The sacramental contract is indissoluble, and no authority
on earth either lay or church authority can break it. Death of one or the other partner is
the only factor that can dissolve the marriage. According to the new church law, the
presence of the bishop or the pastor or his delegate and two witnesses is necessary.
Therefore a marriage between Catholics, or a Catholic and a non-Catholic taken civilly
by the justice of the peace but not as a church union is looked upon as only a civil
contract. Catholic couples who ignore the church’'s teachings are denied the

sacraments. And now for our topic:
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" CIVIL MARRIAGES OF CATHOLICS" ;

In April or last year, the London “Dziennik Polski” announced the results of a
survey regarding Polish-British mixed marriages. Many of the cited letters gave a well-
known and sad picture — the naive outlooks of our listeners in regard to religion. In this
regard, the view of marriage and the rearing of children. One example: “I undertook a
civil marriage. | am raising my daughter in the spirit of Catholicism!” - a short, clear
sure of one’s self-expression. But it is in error. This father is not bringing up his
daughter and will no raise his daughter as a Catholic. There is no doubt that some will
look at my statement with disdain and ask “ why? After all, we teach her all the
Catholic prayers? When the daughter reaches the age of reason, will begin to go to a
Catholic Church and receive Catechetical teaching, attend the Sacraments she will be
raised in the Catholic spirit. But | will still respond “no”. Through the father and the
household she will not be raised in the Catholic spirit. ~ She will only learn certain
Catholic forms. The father will not be able to install Catholicism. | will explain what is
meant “the spirit of Catholicism.” | will answer from an example by going back to the
first centuries of Christianity. The jails were filled with the believers who knew that to
prove one’s Christianity, one had to be willing to undergo a terrible and inhuman death.
In Africa was found a certain prisoner called Perpetua and her companions. She gave
birth to a child in prison. Her old Father-in-law was talking her into saving her young
life by offering sacrifices to pagan gods but still believe in Christianity in her heart and
mind. Naturally she did not accept this fashionable but false way of argumentation.
There were further attempts to convince her — have the slaves testify that she indeed
offered sacrifices to the pagan gods. In the eyes of Perpetua, this also was breaking the
faith in the one true God. For this faith, she suffered martyrdom. The essence of the
Catholic spirit is faith in God through belief in God through belief in the Commandments
— through good works performed even with heroic self-sacrifice, and readiness to give
ups one’s life for one’s faith in Christ's teachings. Is one able to teach this spirit of faith
when one has broken faith himself? A child raised in the Catholic faith has to learn from
early childhood the living truths of faith learned from God. And so God from those early
moments of learning through the principle of Fatherhood gradually unfolds the faith in
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the heart and mind of the child. Mom and Dad is indeed powerful in those early
moments can teach how to be good and directed them to the idea of bad is associated
with punishment.  Such associations tied in with life have to combine with the
understandings of religion. The young Jesus was born in order to save mankind, to save
those rebels who didn’t want to believe in Him. After a few years the child will see that
his parents is in some kind of conflict with God’s laws which they themselves teach and
what then? The soul of the child will begin to doubt whether what the parents have
taught them is indeed the truth. And that first doubt will be the reason that in the soul of
the child there is no Catholic spirit. Created in the soul of the child may be the conviction
carried throughout life that one can serve God though various religious forms and the
Catholic faith is not needed This is, of course, a false concept. You always have to and
you can always use the idea of Catholic. A little town, hidden in the Eastern
Carpathians, had a very small church. In the vestibule of the church, ten year old Mary
was waiting Sunday morning after Mass for the Pastor who at a catechetical school
taught her religion. She got to know him better in school and relied on him to explain
any vicissitudes of life that she ran into. It was not a distant problem but something that
she had experienced in her common daily life. As they were leaving the church
together, little Mary asked, “Is it possible to pray in church and sin afterwards?” The
question brought to mind that there must be something troubling the little girl.,
something internally? “No child,” responded the priest, “why do you ask?” - Because
mom and dad pray so well in church, and then when they come home, they quarrel.
Parents, entrusted with the soul, for whom they are responsible before God, brought the
first doubts.. The priest had to do something about it, to get rid of the doubt, but he
could not dismiss the second thorn in the business because of the judgement of the civil
court, namely that the parent were not good, and they are not in good standing in the
eyes of God. Where's the power in such cases, parental authority? It is possible to
teach children the truths of the faith, you can instill and remember the acts of Christ and
the beautiful moments of his life, you may speak to them of the care of God in regard to
mankind, but you cannot teach the underpinnings of love that belongs to God which is
the basis of the Catholic spirit. That no one can teach who himself does not understand

the sacrificial love and the necessity to link it with daily practicing the scripture’s way.
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The basis of this is a great sacrament — the sacrament of marriage. A civil union for the
Catholic is not a sacrament, it is not a dedication of one's life in its entirety to the
teaching of Christ. It is not an avenue of grace to the parents for rearing children in the
faith. It does not give strength for marital commitments. The parents themselves had
removed themselves for union with Christ through the holy sacraments to which they
cannot receive due to the way they run their lives. They don’t have the flow of grace to
keep them unified in the Christian life since they threw away the sacraments, the
gateways to grace for themselves as well as for their children. To these as well as to
other fat hers and mot her | must say clearly: through a civil marriage or through civil
registration, you have moved away from the Catholic Spirit. General Joseph Haller one
wrote: “Determination in rearing children and young adults in true religiosity does not
depend on the recitation of the Catechism but on seeking God’s preternatural truths in
all aspects of human life. | understand, and I'm well aware of the sad and very painful fact
that we live in the Siberian cold, dead coldness and degrading human carelessness in matters
of God and faith. People, in general, in our present times make much of atomic energy and
attacks by atom bombs and have no time to speak of the affairs of God and communication of
God. And who now fears God? And so people and more and more Catholics, throw the
Commandments to the wind, claiming that the future is uncertain, and so dangerous that one
has to permit one’s self much material comfort. What a childish argument!  What naiveté and
idiocy. When was the future ever certain and safe? Besides, Bombs or no bombs, will our
sentencing by God mean nothing? Can we avoid from meeting our God face to face. What an
entertaining thought for life, and especially a shortly lived life, if that short lived satisfaction leads
to eternal damnation and suffering. At this time, | would like to turn your attention to the
Sacrament of Marriage. | deliberately use the phrase “Sacrament” in referring to Marriage, since
for Catholics one cannot separate the contract or the meaning or make a difference between
the two, for marriage is “The Sacrament, the great mystery — of which | speak in Christ and the
Church.” More and more Catholics put little attention to the understanding of this. If one does
not place the right meaning of the Sacrament, how do you explain the multitude of mixed
marriages? Or, the number of civil marriages before judges or clerks? Marriages by deacons.
Or the constant talk about Catholic divorces or separations, court affairs? Why are there so
many marriages on faith and why so many children born of the illegitimate bed? Why so many
artificial miscarriages, murders in the wombs of criminal mothers? Maybe you are taken aback
by my words, maybe they offend you? It is a difficult matter. But certain antics have to be
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condemned, certain moral ulcers have to be cut out, must be cut out because of the
commandments of God and the teaching of the church. | confirm and repeat that the
Sacrament of Marriage existed solely in the Catholic Church. Beyond the Church, it is merely a
contract, and agreement and nothing else. There is no Sacrament. It is an agreement which the
Savior lifted up to the status of a Sacrament. You cannot separate the marriage contract from
the Sacrament unless the contract is not valid. The Sacrament is merely something decorative,
but an internal commitment. Christ, lifting marriage to the worthiness of a sacrament, did not
change the essential contract, but gave it a preternatural character, which also has a natural
character of a contract. The laws and responsibilities asserted by Christ, the Church always
protected and will always protect. But the members of the Church have the obligation to protect
the observation of those laws. Those members of the Church who go contrary to the teachings
of the Church and follow only the dictates of civil law, goes against the Church and becomes its
enemy. Luckily, here in the United States, Catholics have no difficulties. Unfortunately there are
also Catholics who are under the impression that civil law has the same weight and meaning as
a church law so that they could marry by civil law and then later take on a Church wedding and
still have the benefit of its sacramental stature before a church wedding and call the process a
fixing. So why the second if the first was as important. Or why is the second called a “fixing of
the first?” Let me tell you: taking on a civil marriage, the Catholic then admits that in reality, it is
in its religious entity, a Sacrament of marriage. If someone told a Catholic that he went to a
civil authority to get a child baptized he would say something amazing and would be terribly in
error. Such as a birth of a child as well as a death of a human being, has to be reported to the
government, but a Catholic baptizes and buries the dead and not a judge or some other civil
servant and is a matter of civil record. Can there be any other arrangement? Catholics, all Ca
tholics, should know that no civil servant can’'t accommodate Catholics with the Sacrament of
Marriage although the civil servant might think that he can. And so the Catholic who avails
himself of the civil servant’s service without making vows in the church gives the same public
announcement that he vows marriage. It is evidence that the public servant believes that it is
not a Sacrament. And so the Catholic lives in concubanidge without a Sacramental Marriage.
And then what? Later, it is a reason for the ability for civil divorce or goes to the Church for the
ability to receive the Sacrament. It is evidence that breaking the Church rule and civilly
announces the public sinner. The upshot of the whole situation is that the Catholic is shunned
from receiving the Sacraments. Cannon Law prescribes that he be denied a Church Funerals
since he spurned the Church’s laws. Those who married civilly then have a set of problems if
he wants to return to the Sacraments. If they simply were civilly married, the marital sanction




